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Dear Friends, 
The season of Epiphany ends early this year as we transition into 
Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 10th. The ashes that mark our 
foreheads are created by burning the palm branches 
from last yearÕs Palm Sunday and grinding them into 
a fine powder in a mortar with a pestle. The ashes 
symbolize our mortality and that our life depends upon
GodÕs love and grace. 

Lent is an invitation to each of us to simplify and declutter our 
lives. It is a time for us to clear space in our hearts and minds to be 
in GodÕs presence. Just as we examine and evaluate each object to 
determine what is kept and what needs a new home in the physical 
decluttering process, we examine and evaluate our behaviors, 
attitudes, and motivations in our spiritual decluttering to make 
space for GodÕs love. 

This Lent, I invite you to not give something up like chocolate or 
going out to eat, instead do the hard work of decluttering your 
spaces and your heart. The Thrift Shop can always benefit from 
your extra stuff, and your relationships will all benefit from a 
spiritual overhaul!

As we do this work together, remember that Lent is six weeks long 
so itÕs not a one weekend project. Lent prepares us for Holy Week 
when we experience together Jesus giving his life for us all and 
then rising three days later in the resurrection on Easter. 

May your work this Lent transform your spiritual and physical 
wellbeing!

Peace, Love, and Blessings,

Pastor Scott Tyler

First United Methodist Church

From the PastorÕs Keyboard
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Now That’s A Bright 
Idea

At the January meeting of your trustees officers were 
elected. Your author was re-elected as chair Bill 
Gourley was elected vice-chair, Donnie Norton, 
Secretary and Carl Thatcher, Treasure. 

The cross from St. MaryÕs is now hanging in the 
window to the left of the entrance doors as you come 
in. This location gives everyone the chance to see and 
read both sides of the cross. 

The heating system decided to give us a Christmas 
present on the 23rd of December. Water was flooding 
the boiler room and the radiator in the stairwell near 
the thrift shop had turned into a fountain and was 
watering the rug and the storage under the stairs. 
After two goes at repair and the replacement of many 
parts, almost everything is working.  We never lost 
heat in the building but did lose ! our hot water 
supply.  Mike Moser has been heading up the 
replacement of the water heater tank and has saved 
the church quite a bit with his shopping. The new 
tank should go in soon and we will be back at full 
power. 

We have contacted a restoration mason and are 
awaiting a quote on new exit stairs at the front of the 
sanctuary, re-pointing of the retaining wall near the 
fellowship door entrance and a fix for the concrete 
pad next to the fellowship door. WeÕll have to wait 
and see how much can be done this summer and what 
will have to be put off till later.  

As always if you see something that needs attention, 
let Donnie, Pastor Scott or me know and we do our 
best to ÒGet Ôer DoneÓ.

Bill Westervelt
Chair of Trustees

WhoÕs Who?
The Directory Project!

I am working on a new directory for FUMC.  
So far, I have a few photos of people from 
recent and distant past, and a lot of blanks.  
To reserve a space, I have put the following 
pictures in with the names of individuals and 
couples.  If you feel like these pictures 
capture your true spirit, fine.  If you have a 
picture you would like me to insert into the 
directory, feel free to send me an email with 
the picture attached. Individual and family 
pictures are welcome.  If you want a picture 
taken of you here, call the office.  If you 
have a family which canÕt get in the same 
photo, I can try to fit two small pictures.  

If you are not sure if your current 
information is what I have, please send me 
an update.  IÕm including names of 
household members, phone numbers, 
addresses, and seasonal addresses. If you 
wish to have the names and birth dates & 
anniversaries of your family, and/or emails 
included, let me know.  The document is 
only nine pages long so far, so I think we are 
ok to add information as desired.  

If you do NOT wish to remain in the 
directory, or if you only want certain 
information included, please let me know. 

I think we can do this in-house with minimal 
fuss or frustration.  

Thanks,

Bridget
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Family CornerHappy Birthday
Rebecca Manning  February 1
Claire Best   February 2
Jane Odom   February 2
Sandra Sprague  February 2
Pastor ScottÕs grandfather February 2
James Marshall  February 10
Grace Montville  February 14
Carole Potter   February 14
Joyce Cooper   February 21
Hans Rettig   February 24
Scott Montville  February 28

Ray & Ellen Ellor  February 20
Fred & Joan Viault  February 20
Norma & Gordon Sage February 27

Happy Anniversary

NY/VT Nursing Mission 
to Honduras 

I would like to thank everyone in 
our church for filling my box in 
the church entrance with 
toothbrushes and toothpaste over 
and over again for my Honduras 
trip in March.  I have taken this 
box away as we are packing stuff 
this month.   I have also been 
given other monetary donations 
and many needed suitcases.  Rest 
assured these will all be put to 
good use.  Your extreme 
generosity is greatly appreciated.  

Thank you,
Sandy Sprague

Mary Gonyo has not 
been feeling her best 

lately, and would 
welcome notes and calls.

Mary Gonyo
41 Burgoyne Road

Ticonderoga, NY 12883
585-6327

Thank you!

February 10
Ash Wednesday

7:00 Service

15 February
PresidentsÕ Day

Schools are closed all week.

February 29
Leap Year! 

What will you do with your 
extra day?

United Methodist Women
UMW will not meet in February, as it conflicts 
with Ash Wednesday.

UMW will be offering Easter Eggs again this 
year.  We will be taking orders until March 6th.  
An order form will be enclosed in the bulletins 
until that date.

The filling flavors will be:   
vanilla, maple walnut, and peanut butter.

An order can be given to carol (506-5156) or 
Grace (585-7928).

Thank you!
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 Book Club

February- The Goldfinch 
by Donna Tartt

March- In The Unlikely 
Event. . .by Judy Blume

April - Lucky Life 
Interrupted by Tom Brokaw

May- Personal Choice!!  A 
book, memoir, or personal 
writing you are proud of, or 
some writing you 
appreciate.  

June- Discussion of our 
reading adventures and plans 
for next season.

New Member Classes:
Please contact Pastor Scott Tyler at 585-7995 if 
you are interested in joining the church as a new 
member. 

Adult Fellowship 
Dinner

6:30 in Fellowship 
Hall.

Bring a dish to share.
Rolls and desserts 

are provided. 

February 22  
Game Night

A break in March

April 25 
Birthday Party

May 23 
Bring a family photo 

and story

June 6
Dinner OUT! 

Place and time  to be 
determined.  
Stay tuned!

Wednesdays
6:30 ChildrenÕs Bells

7:30 Adult Bells

Thursdays
7:30 Chancel Choir

Ringers & Singers 
always welcome 

to join in!

Little Cubs Parent-Child 
Playgroup

For children from 0-3 years and their 
caregivers.

Mondays: 10am-noon.  The entrance will be 
marked at the back of the church (lower lot).  

Contact Rebecca Ciraulo 585-6269.

Public Use of Facilities
Do you have a way to use the FUMC 

spaces?  The Fellowship Hall, Lounge, 
classrooms, and kitchen may be reserved for 

your event.  Many fees are waived for 
FUMC members.  

Contact the office for information

UMW Order form for Easter Eggs

The eggs are $5.00 each. 

They will be available on Palm Sunday (March 20).

If you wish them personalized, add a name to the 

ßavor desired.

Name___________________ 

Telephone No._____________

# of eggs! Flavor! Personalized Name(s)

____ Vanilla _________________________ 

____ Peanut Butter____________________ 

____ Maple Walnut____________________

Please give forms to Grace or Carole or the OfÞce.

More forms are on the bulletin board.

(Cut out form on dotted line)
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Thrift Shop News
ValentineÕs Day, St. PatrickÕs Day and Easter 
are not far off.  In addition to clothing and 
housewares, the Thrift Shop offers 
decorations and knick-knacks for these fun 
holidays.  We also have towels, throw pillows 
and many other items for sale.  Stop in and 
check us out; you never know what you might 
find!     

February Sales are coming!  
All winter clothing 50% off during the first 

week of the month.  A perfect time to pick up 
another scarf or sweater, because we know 

that winter is not over!  

Our semi-annual bag sale
 February 10 & 13.  

Spring items will go out on the shelves and 
racks following the bag sale. 

Do you want to get out of the house for a few 
hours this winter?  We can always find 
something for you to do on sorting days 
(Monday and Thursday, 9-noon); or selling 
days (Wednesday and Saturday 9-2).  You 
donÕt have to work the cash register Ð we also 
need someone to wrap and bag the purchases 
on open days.  We would love to have 
someone organize and purge the bookshelves 
periodically.  That section always needs 
attention!

Thrift Shop Co-Managers:
Stephanie Frazier & Jeannine Wright

Thrift Shop Committee Members:
Ellen Ellor, Committee Chairperson

Jeanne Thatcher, Treasurer 
Joyce Barry, Assistant Treasurer

Jeanne B. Thatcher, Trustees Representative 
Joyce Barry,  Leona S. Simpson, Beth Hanley, 

Betty Messier, and Rev. Scott Tyler

Thrift Shop VolunteersThrift Shop VolunteersThrift Shop VolunteersThrift Shop Volunteers

Wednesday (9-2pm)Wednesday (9-2pm) Saturday (9-2pm)Saturday (9-2pm)

3 Betty R. & Judy 6 Carol B. & ?

10 Carolyn & ? 13 Ann & ?

17 ? 20 Jeanne & Beth

24 Ellen & ? 27 June & Lee & Gloria

Dear Faith Family:

For years, the Thrift Shop was blessed every Wednesday 
to have Betty Mason and Toot Wright welcoming and 
helping our customers.  Unfortunately, they cannot be 
here on sale days, and we have struggled to staff the shop 
every Wednesday.  Often one of our dedicated volunteers 
will offer (or agree!) to work more than one shift per 
month in order to keep our shop open.  Our group of 
volunteers has steadily declined over the years, yet we 
have made it work every week.  Until now.  We do not 
have enough volunteers signed up to keep the shop open 
every Wednesday in February.      

We need YOUR help now.

The Thrift Shop contributes $1,800 every month to the 
general Church budget, as well as $200 to the Clergy 
Association.  If the shop cannot continue to be open 
every Wednesday, these funds could be adversely 
impacted.    Please contact us at the shop on Monday or 
Thursday mornings (585-2242), or call me at home 
(585-6255) if you can help.  

The Thrift Shop has been here for many, many people 
over the years.  It is my fervent hope we will continue to 
be here for the Church and the community for many 
years to come. 

Sincerely,

Jeannine Wright, Co-Manager
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The Ticonderoga Food Pantry
 

Hours of operation  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday:  11am-Noon.

If schools close for weather, we do, too!  

Please be aware that filling a basket takes time, so donÕt 
arrive at the last minute.  Anyone seeking a food basket 
should bring a utility bill as proof of residency. 

In 2015, we gave food to 
901 families and prepared 67 Thanksgiving dinner 

boxes.

Our count includes: 
 845 children
 1,342 adults
  301 seniors.

We offered "spring cleaning" supplies to the seniors in 
Moses Circle and Lord Howe Estates.

Of course, our generous supporters, make this possible, 
and many folks are in need, as winter sets in! We can and 
will assist!  We are most grateful for the outstanding 
support we receive, from: businesses, members of the 
community, area churches, and local gardeners, which 
enables us to offer this assistance to those in our 
community needing a bit of help.

In January, the volunteers gathered for a special 
luncheon to celebrate another productive year.  We 

couldnÕt do it without our fantastic volunteers!  

Thank you all for your continued support of the 
Ticonderoga Food Pantry. 

-Margaret

Free Community  Dinner
Super Bowl Sunday Dinner  

4:30-6:00pm 

 

Chili, salad, rolls, dessert
All are welcome! 

Donations are not required, but are 
always welcome.
This is a volunteer effort. 

Your participation is welcome.  

There is a sign up sheet on the main hall bulletin 
board.

The Champlain Valley Chorale
Weekly rehearsals resume on February 16th in 

Fellowship Hall at 7:00pm, continue each 
Tuesday until the spring concert presentations 

on June 3rd & 5th.

New singers in all sections are welcome.

No audition is necessary.

If you have that urge to take your vocal talents 
beyond the shower, join us in this wonderful 

musical adventure!

For further information, please contact

Bob Elling at 585-2173.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 Groundhog 
Day

3 4 5 6

5:30 Book 
Club

10:30 Range of 
Motion class

9-2 Thrift Shop

6:30 ChildrenÕs Bells

7:30 Adult Bells

10:00 Worship 
Committee

7:30 Chancel 
Choir

1:00 Stitching at 
the Black Watch 
Library!

7:30 MenÕs 
Prayer 
Breakfast in 
Silver Bay

9-2 Thrift 
Shop

7 8 9 10 Ash Wednesday 11 12 13

8:30 Worship, 
Communion
10:30 Worship, 
Communion, 
Sunday School, 
Coffee

4:30-6pm Free 
Community 
Dinner

1:00 Finance

6:30 Trustees

10:30 Range of 
Motion class

9-2 Thrift Shop
    Bag Sale

10:15 Nursing Home 
Coffee with the 
Pastor

7:00pm Service

7:30 Chancel 
Choir

1:00 Stitching at 
the Black Watch 
Library!

9-2 Thrift 
Shop
   Bag Sale

14 15 PresidentsÕ 
Day

16 17 18 19 20

8:30 Worship, 
Communion
10:30 Worship, 
Communion, 
Sunday School, 
Coffee

1:00 Ad 
Council

FUMC offices 
are closed

10:30 Range of 
Motion class

7:00 Champlain 

Valley Chorale 
resumes

9-2 Thrift Shop

6:30 ChildrenÕs Bells

7:30 Adult Bells

7:30 Chancel 
Choir

1:00 Stitching at 
the Black Watch 
Library!

9-2 Thrift 
Shop

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

8:30 Worship, 
Communion
10:30 Worship, 
Communion, 
Sunday School, 
Coffee

Adult 
Fellowship 
Potluck- 
Game Night!

10:30 Range of 
Motion class

7:00 Champlain 

Valley Chorale 

9-2 Thrift Shop

6:30 ChildrenÕs Bells

7:30 Adult Bells

7:30 Chancel 
Choir

1:00 Stitching at 
the Black Watch 
Library!

9-2 Thrift 
Shop

28 29

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary8:30 Worship, 
Communion
10:30 Worship, 
Communion, 
Sunday School, 
Family Coffee

Happy Leap 
Year!  

Bonus Day!  

Got plans?

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary

M i d - W i n t e r  B r e a k  f o r  l o c a l  K - 1 2  s c h o o l s
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February
Ushers and 

Greeters

7 Zyleen Tyler
Xann Tyler

14 Roger Sawyer
Victoria Sawyer No ßowers on the 

Altar during Lent.  
The Altar will likely 

be prepared for 
Easter on March 26.

21 Alex Fingland
Victoria Sawyer

No ßowers on the 
Altar during Lent.  

The Altar will likely 
be prepared for 

Easter on March 26.28 Xann Tyler
Alex Fingland

Family Coffee

No ßowers on the 
Altar during Lent.  

The Altar will likely 
be prepared for 

Easter on March 26.

Sunday Volunteers

Lay ReaderÕs ScheduleLay ReaderÕs ScheduleLay ReaderÕs Schedule

February 8:30 10:30

7 Carole Potter Betty Rettig

14 Sandy Trepenier Bob Bartlett

21 Jeanne Thatcher Denise Huestis

28 Bob Bartlett Ann Westervelt

First United Methodist Church
1045 Wicker Street
Ticonderoga, NY  12883
Church Phone: 518 585-7995
Email: timethodist@gmail.com
Website:  www.tifumc.com
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/tifumc
Editor:  Bridget M.M. Simpson, MBA

Committee 
Members & 

Chairs- 

Please get your 
books to Judy 

Gourley in February, 
or contact her to 

make arrangements 
to do so. 

 Thank you!  

Reports may be left at the 
church office.

mailto:tifumc@yahoo.com
mailto:tifumc@yahoo.com
http://www.tifumc.com
http://www.tifumc.com
https://www.facebook.com/tifumc
https://www.facebook.com/tifumc

